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Fall 1998 CH307 
MWF 1300-1350 
American Literature: Course Sy11abus 
August 
M 24: Course introduction 
W 26: African American literature and the literary canon ("Preface") 
F 28: The Vernacular Tradition (1-69) 
(All page numbers are from The Norton Anthology ... unless otherwise 
noted. Read the introductory prose and scan the songs. Copies of 
the Audio Companion are on reserve in the Self-Study Materials 
~; these are labeled ENG 2705 Audio Texts. The call # is 
Al04, and five copies-located on the shelf to the right of 
ordinary cassette storage-in their cases are available for one-
day check out. Read all prefaces to the individual authors.) 
M 31: (continued) 
September 
W 2: (continued) 
F 4: no class 
W 9: Slavery and Freedom (127-136) 
Frederick Douglass, Narrative ... (302-369) 
F 11: (continued) 
M 14: (continued); "What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?" (379-391) 
W 16: Reconstruction (461-472) 
Booker T. Washington, c.p from Slavery (488-521) 
F 18: (continued) 
M 21: W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (613-740; selections 
TBA for class discussion) 
W 23: (continued) 
F 25: (continued) 
M 28: Harlem Renaissance (929-936) 
Schomburg (937-942); Locke (960-970); Garvey (972-980) 
W 30: McKay (981-996) 
October 
F 2: Zora Neale Hurston, (996-999; 1019-1041) 
M 5: (continued) Their Eyes Were Watching God 
W 7: (continued) 
F 9: Jean Toomer, Cane (1087-1170) 
M 12: (continued) 
W 14: Schuyler (1170-1'174); Hughes (1251-1254; 1267-1271) 
F 16: Hughes (1254-1267) 
M 19: (continued) 
W 21: Cullen (1303-1315) 
F 23: No class-EIU Fall Break 
M 26: Brown (1210-1226); video Lightin Hopkins 
W 28: Blues (22-36); Audio Companion #11-15 (on reserve) 
F 30: Realism, Natura1ism, Modernism (1319-1328) 
Wright (1376-1396) 
November 
M 2: Wright (1414-1450) 
W 4: Robert Hayden (1497-1515); Brooks (1577-1596) 
F 6: Ralph Ellison (1515-1518; 1541-1571) 
M 9: Ellison, Invisible Man 
W 11: {continued) 
F 13: {continued) 
M 16: James Baldwin (1650-1670); Go Tell it on the Mountain 
W 18: {continued) 
F 20: (1694-1719) 
Thanksgiving Recess 
M 30: Black Arts Movement (1791-1806) 
December 
W 2: (continued) 
F 4: (continued) 
M 7: Toni Morrison, Song of Solomon 
W 9: {continued) 
F 11: {continued) 
Final examination: Tuesday, December 15, 12:30-2:30 pm 
